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The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be ret
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended fv gﬁ*&s%»of
any particular month should reach the Commz’ttejh.‘@ /the’ﬁt'ﬁ of
the previous month.

Agriculture and -Village Panchayats.

As per Sub-clause 2 (i) of Clause 1-A of the 5th Schedule.fo.the”
Local Boards Act of 1920 the village Panchayat is required to attend
$o the development of the agricultural life of the village subject to
such rules and regulations as may be framed by the Government in
this behalf. The Government of our Province has evidently made
no attempt to make use of this provision in their rural reconstruc-
tion policies. Even when the Congress Government was in power
and it put into operation its Prohibition Programme it did not think
of using the Village Panchayat for helping forward in rebuilding
village life. What were called Grama Sanghas were. started and
various activities of a very miscellaneous nature were assigned to
them. Where funds were given by the Central Government for the
amelioration of village life, the District Collectors were put in pos-
gession of the same and they utilised such agency as seemed fit in
their eye. The ten year plan of water supply for Villages was
taken out of the hands of the Panchayat and carried on independen-
tly of the same. The Health Act has taken away the handling of
sanitation problems from the Panchayat. The recent change
made in the rules to permit of the District Board stepping in to
arrange medical and sanitary aid during epidemics is a further
proof of the Step-motherly way in which the Government tends
Panchayats. The Report of the Director of Agriculture for 1939-40
seems to make further encroachment. It records that efforts, were
made to organise agricultural associations to carry out agricultural
improvements and other activities connected with the Rural Uplift
Work. This adds to the numerous agencies already at work in the
village and one is really driven to desperation as to find where unity
of action lies in regard to the life of the village. It looks as though,
by declining to look at the Village Panchayat except to give it a bad
name and hang it, the Government - whether founded on Ministries,
or, Advisors—has practically left the villager to the care of a chaos
that has wrought his ruin for long enough. The Director of Agri-
_culture’s report has it that the agricultural associations are in their
initial stage and as such progress was not achieved except in the
case of a few. That is bound to be the result till eternity with any
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institutions in the village which looks at the villagers’ life from
some one angle of view and spoon-feeds its own pet activities by an
imported Virus. Government departments do not co-operate bet-
ween themselves in order to improve the lot of the villager and a
Government order on the Co-operative colonisation scheme is forced
specifically to enjoin that touring Officers of the agricultural, Veteri-
nary, Revenue, Co-operative, Labour and Public Works Depart-
ments shall advise and help the colonists where necessary. Strange-
ly enough the Educational department is ommitted in this order, and
no Panchayats are contemplated for these colonies.

It is probably presumed that the Labour Department will look
after the interests of the Depressed Classes who are expected to
people these Colonies, communicating when necessary with the
.Educational Department. This is departmentalisation in excelsis
and in this mad ran for departmental efficiency the truth that the
villager’s life is an organic whole is being wholly forgotten. There
is no hope for the Villager until the Government makes the Pancha-
yat the pivot on which his life shall turn. It is time that Govern-
ment awoke to this situation and in reviewing any scheme or report
that comes up to them for consideration look at it, from one single
point of view, the all round development of the villagers polity
through the Panchayat that shall be the harmonised symbol of the
fulness of his life. To cut up his community life into so many un-
related divisions is to cut him upin body and soul and it must

result, with the best intentions in the world, in a state of affairs too
ugly to think of.

Is the Government alone to blame? That is a question that
must necessarily arise. No. While it is the duty of the Government
to strive hard to do the right thing by the people, it is equally the
duty of the people themselves to demand of the Government their
rightful due. The Panchayat Presidents and members have not
sufficently realised ‘that they are the natural leaders of the people
entitled to demand of the Government that administration shall be
carried on in such a manner as to give the villager his due in all
spheres of life including the control over the administration itself.
They have not realised that their duty lies in being watchful over
every small move that the departments make and assessing its paper
value for the full and free development of the villager’s life. 1t is
true their powers are slight today and their resources are owefully
meagre, but it is not true that their opportunities for expression of
opinion, or, propaganda for their own progress, and the progress of
the villagers committed to their care, are few or restricted. The
Panchaya$ is a non-official organisation with full power to pronouns
its opinion on all matters of village policy. The Panchayatdars are
independent gentlemen in full possession of their own intellectual
resources o carry on educative work in all spheres of village life.
If they can be br'ought to realise that every encfoachment on their
power to do service by every department of Government should be
resisted by a resolution of their Panchayat and by propaganda in
their own persons, no Government can long delay meking the Village
fgnohzyatsthe one ohallmtel for arl,l Governmental activity to flow

rough. 0, we appeal t0 our Panc i
Members o be up ang deine, “"anchayat Board Presidents and

. ‘;The Direqtor of Agrioulture’s..re ort for 1 403 . .
reading. Here is an port for 1939-40 is very interesting

extract of very great importance.
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“ Malt foods made by blending cholam malt with paddy > Q;S
were successfully prepared. Malt foods were teste )

Government, private and Mission hospitals for their sul
ability for hospital patients, invalids and infants at 27
institutions. The reports received after trial on a large
pumber of cases were favourable. Cholam malt was
particularly found suitable and beneficial in cases of sto-
mach disorders and with infants and invalids. The trial
of varieties of cholam were extended to a number of
varieties not till now tested The varieties tried were
those growing in the, Ceded Districts and found suitable
for that tract. Practically all the well-known varieties
of cholam have now been found suitable for malting. The
malting of cholam was demonstrated in the villages of
Chittoor District and as a result, the industry has been
taken up as a cottage industry at a number of centres by
the Rural Reconstruction Association of that district.”

May we ask whether the Government have taken pains to
broadcast this to all existing Panchayats and asking them to publish
this to ‘their Constitutions? Has it ever been ocustomary for the
heads of the development departments to send information to the
Inspector of Local Boards, at any rate, to be broadcast to all the
Panchayats, except in go far as administrative procedural details are
concerned ? From the Panchayat Journal published by the Local
Boards Inspector, we see that very little of such information is given
to the Panchayats. Why the Government shy at using Panchayats
as co-ordinating agencies, at least for propaganda purposes on behalf
of the development departments, it is difficult to understand. We
should suggest both to the Government and to thé Panchayats and
Panchayatdars, that. in the absence of powers and resources for
other purposes, the Panchayats may be made channels of propagat-
ing knowledge of all good work done amongst the villagers.

Here is yet another interesting extract of the Director of Agri-
_cultures Report which may be broadcast through the Panchayats
and which may from a text for wider education.

“ Educated people are taking increased interest in agriculture
and numerous enquiries for advice and help were received
from different parts of the Presidency. The demand for
literature on the subject as well as for practical help in
having colonies and supply of apiary. appliances such as
hives and honey extractors is on the increase.”

We have yet a third extract which holds out unheard of advan-

tages to the ryot.

“ Although grading of commodities is beneficial to the grow-
ers, merchants and consumers in various ways, systematic
grading has not been so far adopted in this Presidency.
If the Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marketing) Act
enacted by the Government qf India in 1.937 is properly
utilised, it will have far-reaching effects in the course of
time on the economic development of the country. In
order to familiarise the mercl}ants. producers and cone
sumers regarding grades, quality characteristics of the
Commodities and the benefits of sale and purchase on well-
defined grades, a few experimental grading stathns were
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started in 1938-39 for eggs at Ongole, rice at Kuttalam
and Nellore, Sathgudi oranges at Madras and mangoes at
Chittoor. As the result of these experiments were en-
couraging this line of work was extended during the
year to include the following commodities : rice, oranges,
mangoes, pine-apples, eggs, potatoes, cane jaggery and
tobacco.

MARKET INTELLIGENCE.

“No one is more conscious than the department of the wide
gap between the demand for market intelligence and the supply but
this is the most difficult service of all to organise. - Such trade
organisations as Chambers of Commerce complain of the difficulty
of getting reliable figures from those engaged in various trades,
especially of such things as stocks held, and traders are not more

communicative to officers of Government than they are to their own
trade bodies.

At the first stage of commercial development the marketting
staff has to conduct negotiations with Railway companies on behalf
of producers who if better organised could conduct themselves.
They were instrumental in getting rates reduced sometimes to half,
on the following commodities over various routes:— Plantains,
pine-apples, limes and lemons in bags, potatoes, ice (for consign-
ments of fish), improved egg containers (full and empty), rice and
paddy and cumblies (blankets of cottage manufacture). An insulated

van for fish was also provided by the South Indian Railway at the
instance of Marketting Section.

May we point out that, if a co-ordinated effort were attempted
with the Village Panchayat as the primary unit to keep the agri-
cultural department in touch with the producers, the Director of
agriculture would have probably had the consolation that the gap
between the demand for market intelligence and the supply was
not so wide as to-day. He is helpless because he is the head only
of one department that deals with the villager’s problems and the
Panchayat is under another department. He has to create his

own associations for his own purposes and add to the confusion of
village life.

We hope that the Government and the Panchayats and Pan-
chayatdars and all other friends of Rural Reconstruction will think
and think vigourously to put a stop to the present deadlock in village

life and remodel it on the bedrock of Panchayat activities expressive
of the full life of the villager.” <

‘‘|ndia’s Democratic Tradition’’.

We publish elsewhere extracts from the speech of Dr. Radha-
‘kumud Mukherjee on “Indian’s Democratic Tradition’ Our readers
will therein see how absolutely indigenous is our love of democracy
and how our only way to political salvation is through panchayats

and village autonomy. We need hardly commend the extracts to
our readers.

———
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